Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 73 December 1980 microbiologists, clinical pharmacologists and others interested in these drugs. The main author and editor is a well-known medical historian and has long been interested in the beta-Iactam drugs. Dr R W Lacey is responsible for 4 of the 12 chapters and M Bakhtiar for part of the chapter on in vitro tests. The illustrations in the historical part of the book are admirable but in the chapter on in vitro tests fall below the general standard, particularly figures 5 and 9. An interpretation of synergy between methicillin and fusidic acid in figure 5 seems particularly dubious. Criticisms of present practice of in vitro tests, admittedly far from perfect, need not be taken too seriously. The onus is on critics to demonstrate improvements convincingly, which these authors fail to do. compassion and concern'. (4) 'Doctors, nurses and dentists treat patients, not just diseases. It is doubtful how far academic psychology or sociology makes the appropriate contribution to this side of medical education'. (5) 'The worlds of medicine and social work are highly professionalized with professional values, professional expertise, and a concern for professional status. It is easy for people working in such worlds to become out of touch with ordinary people, to cease to listen to them ... The cure for this is a deepening self-consciousness, and an enriching of the perception of ordinary human relationships'.
Unfortunately, their philosophizing shows a lack of contact with reality and therefore a lack of balance. Characteristic of this is their artificial differentiation between disease and illness: a classical example of playing with words to no good effect. This tendency to play with words is further exemplified by the inclusion of an appendix on 'Ethics, Morals and Moral Philosophy' concerned entirely with the definitions of these three words (or phrases), typical of which is the following: 'In popular speech the term "morals" has become narrowed to matters of sexual behaviour, whereas high-minded people who are aware that there are problems of conduct other than sexual ones have pre-empted the word "ethics" to refer to them'.
It is, however, a stimulating, if not necessarily satisfying, book and includes much food for thought -if only it had been more carefully coordinated.
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